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UNITED KINGDOM Archbishop warns of Dangers of United Churches 


(Leeds) - The Archbishop of Canterbury, speaking at the bi-annual meeting of the 
British Council of Churches on October 22, has warned that Christians should con-- 
sider the "dangers" that would be involved if every branch of the Church were unit- 
ed. The Archbishop, Dr. Geoffrey Fisher, said that if the Church could speak with 
one united voice, thrones and crowns might falter. But, he warned, power is dynamite. 


"You can also realise what a terrible danger we ourselves could be in", :he 
told an audience of 3,000, at a public meeting. "I mean this sincerely, because, © 
if we were all one and united, the danger of the freedom to differ from the majo= 
rity in power would be threatened, and there has always been in the history of the 
world a great value in minorities and differences of opinion," 


"Please God some day there will be a united Church ~ in some sense united, 
But it will not come until we are all strong enough in the Christian faith to 
bear with one another's differences and to refuse to exterminate them by force... 
We are not yet fit enough in the sight of God to be a completely wiited Church." 


Citing the influence of the church on world affairs, the Archbishop, who is 

a former president of the World Council of Churches, said that one of the most 

encouraging developments of recent years is the role being played by representatives 
of the wCC and the International Missionary Council at the United Nations, Staff 

members of the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs are always 

present to give delegates the benefit of Christian opinion, At one time, he said, 

church representatives had to creep about trying to find someone to listen, but 

now delegates seek them out and the churchmen often have difficulty in finding 
time to answer all their questions, 


The aim of the Excumenical Press Service is to keep its readers informed of trends of thought and opinion in and about the 


Churches and Christian Movements. It is therefore not to be held responsible for opinions expressed im its nems items. 
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Discuss Ordination of Women 


At a later session, commenting on a committee report on the cooperation of 
men and women in church and society, the Archbishop said that the question of 


ordination of women wculd not be a live issue in the Church of England for fifty 
years. 


The Archbishop, who presided at the session considering the report from the 
fifteen-member committee, said that if the question were opened in his church it 
would start a discussion and a controversy that would last for years,and that he 
was not prepared to ask parishes to turn their attention from more important 
matters to consider an academic question. 


After a long and intensive debate, the British Council of Churches decided 
to ask the committee to investigate ways a theological study of the subject could 


be started, B.eP.S.e, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Asia Needs New Type of Missionary, Bishop Says 


(New York) ~- Asia needs a new type of missionary who is a "friend, philosopher 
and guide" to the Younger Churches, instead of a "superintendent, director or 
boss", according to Dr. Rajah B. Manikam, Bishop of Tranquebar. Speaking at his- 
induction as Harry Emerson Fosdick Visiting Prcfessor at Union Theological Semi- 
nary, New York, Bishop Manikam said "the day has now dawned for the missionary 
who is willing to get behind the cart and push it along rather than pull it from 
the front", 


Bishop Manikam, who is a former Joint East Asia secretary of the World Council 
of Churches and the International Missionary Council, said that Asia needs Chris- 
tians "who, while valuing their own heritage, are determined not to perpetuate 
those divisions which, whatever they mean to Western Christendom, have far less 
relevance in the Kastern context", 


Missionary policy has been revolutionised because of new theological insights, 
the bishop said, adding that "the rise of the so-called Younger Churches is the 
greatest achievement of the missionary outreach of Older Churches". He pointed out 


that this has brought about "many radical adjustments in relationships between the 


two. The Church is only now beginning to sense its true ecumenical reality," 
HePeSe, Geneva 


UNITED STATES Disciples Ready for Merger Talks 


The International Convention of Disciples of Christ has reaffirmed the deno- 
mMinationts readiness to enter into merger discussions with the new United Church 
of Christ. The convention's assembly has asked its Council on Christian Unity to 
"be ready at any and all times to respond to overtures from the United Church of 
Christ to enter into discussions which might lead to union of the two groups!. 


At the same time, the newly-formed United Church has invited denominations 
interested in eventually becoming part of the new denomination to sit in on meet- 
ings of its constitution drafting committee. The church, which was formed last 
June by a merger of the Congregational Christian Churches and the Evangelical and 
Reformed Church, has still to draft a constitution and integrate the agencies of 
the two denominations. BeP.Se, Geneva 
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SOUTH AFRICA Dutch hkeformed Official Answers WCC Query 


(Capetown) - A letter from the general secretary of the Dutch Reformed Church in 
south Africa setting forth the church's views on race relations has been sub- 
mitted to the annual meeting of the Synod. The statement by the Rev, WA. Land- 
man was made in a reply to a letter from the general secretary of the WCC, Dr. 
WA. Visser !t Hooft. 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft had questioned the church on its racial views, saying 
the wCC was concerned about the discussions on the Native Laws Amendment Act, and 
did not know how to interpret the attitude the Dutch Reformed Churches were taking. 


Mr, Landman, who is also chairman of his church's race relations commission, 
srote that "we are fully aware of the da:ger involved in any policy and line of 
action which may disrupt and impair fellowship in Christ with Christians of a 
different race, even when, as is the case with us, they belong to the same Dutch 
Reformed Church and profess the same faith. We are, however, very happy to state 
that, especially during the last few years, mutual interests seem to bind us 
much closer together and that the Coloured members of our church prefer to belong 
to their own institutions and have not approached us on any occasion in the remote 
or near past, with a request to reconsider our policy." 


There is, though, Mr. Landman continued, a growing need to increase coopera— 
tion between Huropean and Coloured members of the Dutch Reformed Churches in ex- 
pressing their mutual faith, "But", he said, "our Coloured members seem to appre- 
ciate the fact that in a multi-racial society unity in Christ need not and cannot 
mean uniformity in church life... We prefer, as a sound policy of missionary 
endeavour, to adhere to the idea of a pluralistic society and a pluriformal church. 


"The natural consequence of our policy is that our churches, both European 
and Coloured, adhere to the traditional segregational pattern in our church orga- 
nisation and nomal church worship. This does not, however, exclude the Christian 
necessity and need for practical concrete expression, at stated occasions, of our 
unity in Christ... 


"Tt is, therefore, unnecessary for the Dutch Reformed Church, in the light 
of its history, to convince anybody that we stand for religious liberty and free- 
dom of worship and that we will under no circumstances tolerate any interference 
in the autonomy of our church," 


Turning to the controversial Native Laws Amendment Act, which makes it possible 
for the Minister of Native Affairs to prohibit Africans from worshipping in church- 
es in white areas, Mr. Landman said that his church "was very much concerned" 
about the bill, However, he said that a deputation that discussed the bill with 
the Minister of Native Affairs "convinced itself that the basic principle of - 
religious freedom and freedom of bona fide Christian worship was in no way im- 
paired or interfered with, but that the bill was only aimed at the curbing of 
possible nuisances which could arise if and when large numbers of Bantu gather 
in essentially white residential areas with the real or ostentatious purpose of 


attending religious worship." E.P.5., Geneva 
COLOMBIA _ Government Upholds Protestant School 


(Bogota) - Despite protests by Roman Catholic officials, the Ministry of the 
Interior of Colombia has ruled that parents in the city of Istmina in Choco 
province may send their children to a Protestant school at La Cumbre in a neighbour- 
ing province. The decision revoked an order issued by local authorities in ha 
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Cumbre requiring the school, operated by the Mennonite Brethren School, to return 
thirty-four native students who had been sent there from Istmina, 


Choco is a Catholic mission territory under a treaty by the Colombian goverm~ 
ment and the Vatican, which means that non-Catholic religious rites can only be 
held in private and Protestant schools may enrol only children of foreign resi- 
dents. The Protestant school has contended that there was no breach of the Law 


_ because the children are Protestants and had been sent to the school by Pro- 


testant parents. 


Writing in "La Voz Catolica", Auxiliary Bishop Maguel Antonio Medina branded | 
tle Interior Ministry's countermanding order a mockery of the country and the 
rights of the Catholic Church, and demanded that the children be returned imme= 
diately to their homes, He warned that "somebody will have to offer an explana-— 
tion to the country on what has happened because the matter is most serious and 
urgent", HePeSe, Geneva 


YMCA Holds Consultation on Lay Evangelism 


"The Christian Witness of a Lay Movement" was the subject of a consultation 
at the YMCA Institute at Castle Mainau, Germany, on October 17 to 27, attended 
by representatives of seven national YMCA movements in Europe. 


The aim of the consultation was to define the distinctive characteristics 
and opportunities of the YVCA with regard to Christian witness and unity. At the 
same time, the laymen also dealt with the relationships of the YMCA as an inde- 
pendent lay Christian movement to the youth work of the churches and the work of 
lay organisations within the churches. The consultation concluded that these 
relationships should not be looked upon as between competing movements, but as 
different groupings within the Church. New developments in YMCA work were cited, 
such as work among young workers, technical students, Teddy Boys and other youths 
who are fringe Christians or unrelated to any church. 


It was am.ounced at the consultation that the report of the Commission on 
Relationships made at the July meeting of the World Council of YMCAs will soon 
be printed and form the basis for a widespread study by YMCAs, in consultation 
with church leaders, YWCAs and Student Christian Movements, 


Speakers at the consultation included Mr, Robbins Strong of the staff of the 
World Alliance of YMCAs, and Secretary General Paul M. Limbert, who spoke on "On- 


the Job Evangelism". E.P.Se, Geneva 
GERMANY "Christians Must Oppose Crusade Ideology" 


(Hamburg) - "Today we are turning our human ideologies into objects of worship, 
so that we are moving towards an age of new religious wars, The Christian Church 


must be realistic and sober aid must oppose all toying with the idea of a crusade 


lto save the west'!," 


This warning was given by Dr, Friedrich Krummacher of Greifswald, Bishop of 
the Evangelical Church of Pomerania and one of the leaders of the Church in 
Eastern Germany, at a meeting in Hamburg on the subject "Christians in Search 


of Peace". 


The Bishop said, "The Christian Gospel never requires defence by earthly 


weapons. The more definitely Christians oppose any crusade ideology, the less 
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dangsr there will be of arousing antagonism on the other side, Such antagonism 
springs from the fact that the ideology of Marxism is today being exalted into 
a doctrine of universal salvation, whose benefits must be bestowed on the whole 
of mankind even against their will," 


"Christians who want peace", continued the Bishop, "will do everything in 
their own towns, in their own countries, in their governments and in their poli- 
tical parties to check the paralysing mistrust, the love of sensationalism and 
the nervousness in the play of international forces, which today constitute the 
greatest menace to peace, Christians in Eastern and Jesterm Gernany will there- 
fore resist the spirit of cynical contempt, because the people on the other side 
were also created by God and redeemed by Jesus Christ, Even if a man is on the 
other side, even if he misuses his power, the Christian still regards him as a 
fellow-man for whom Christ died and who was created by God. Even if the other 
man rejects all that and laughs it to scorn, God is still his Creator and Jesus 
Christ is still his. Lord." 


In face of the latest scientific discoveries it is extremely doubtful, 
Bishop Krummacher said, whether any war today could be justified on moral grounds, 
At any rate, ecumenical Christians are united in their conviction that Christians 


must stand for peace, wherever thsy might be. BePeSo, Geneva 
HUNGARY Reformed Church Criticises WCC 


Newspapers in Hungary have published a letter sent to the-presidents of the 
world Council of Churches by Bishop Elmer Gyory, clerical vice-president, and Mr. 
Laszlo Buza, acting lay president of the Hungarian Refonned Church. 


The letter expresses concer over unwarranted interference by the world 
Council in the life of the Hungarian Reformed Church, This concern is based on 
the fact that the Executive and Central Committees approved the action taken by 
the General Secretariat at the time of the Hungarian crisis, It is also stated 
that the way in which the Central Comimittee's action concerning the Hungarian 
attendance at the New Haven meeting was reported gave the impression that the 
committee doubted the representative character of the Hungarian delegates, and 
had tried to make a political demonstration for Dr. Laszlo Pap who, the letter 
said, had sought to introduce revolutionary changes in the life of the church, 
The Reformed Church officials maintain that the World Council of Churches is not 
competent to decide which persons in their member churches enjoy the confidence 
of the congregations. 


Bishop Gyory and Wr. Buza point out that the Hungarian Reformed Church is 
now on the way to recovery, but that the sister churches and the World Council 
can help or hinder in that process, Their church desires to continue to participate 
in the life of the World Council, but they ask that this participation not be 


made impossibly difficult, bePeSe, Geneva 
GERMANY Conference on Ecumenical Study Plans 


(Arnoldshain/f aunus ) ~ An autumn conference was held at the Evangelical Academy 
at Arnoldshain from October 22 to 24 to discuss the ecumenical work in the German 
provincial churches and plan for winter study projects in the parishes, The con- 
ference was attended by representatives of nearly all the provincial churches in 


' Eastern and western Germany. 
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Professor Walter Freytag of Hamburg, president of the Study Division of the 
World Council of Churches, reported on his journey to Asia and the significance 
of the young churches for the ecumenical movement (see also EPS No. 40). Dr. 
Friedrich Krummacher, Bishop of Greifswald, spoke on the ecumenical importance 
of the lutheran World Assembly at ifinneapolis, and the Rev. Francis House of 
Geneva, director of the Division of Ecumenical Action of the WCC, examined the 
tasks of ecumenical education in the churches, 


Professor Edmund Schlink of Heidelberg emphasised the importance of the 
"apostolic succession" of the church in the apostles! doctrine and in the faith 
of the royal priesthood of all believers. However, he said, "apostolic succes- 
sion" in the narrower sense of the succession of bishops through the laying-on 
of hands could be a useful sign of the apostolic succession, It is not a means 
of the transmission of the succession in the sense that there is no apostolic 
succession without it, and it is only one way among others in which "apostolic 
authority may be conveyed, but'', Professor Schlink continued, "it can be wel- 
comed and scught after as a meaningful sign of apostolic succession and of the 
unity and 'catholicity! in time and space of the church", 


The programmes developed at the annual conference are carried out in many 
regional study conferences throughout Germany. Within the German churches there 
_ are also fifty permanent study groups dealing specifically with the study projects 
of the world Council of Churches, BePeSe, Geneva 


The Church and Atomic Weapons 


The Dutch Ecumenical Council has adopted the declarations on atom bomb ex- 
periments and disarmament passed by the Central Committee of the world Council of 
_Churches and the Commission of the Churches on International Affairs this summer 
(see FT No, 30). In a letter addressed to the government of the Netherlands , to 
both Chambers of the States General and to the member churches of the Dutch 
Ecumenical Council, the council stressed the great importance of these two ecu- 
-menical documents in forming public opinion. 


ays va 
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The British Council of Churches has approved the two statements on atom bomb 
xperiments and disarmament passed at this summer's meeting of the WCC's Central 
Committee, and relayed them to the British government. 


: 


fa NL 


. The Quakers in Norway have informed the Norwegian parliament and the govern- 
‘ment of their concern about the fact that Norway has accepted the offer to receive 

guided missiles as a means of strengthening its military defences. The Quakers 
“pointed out that to describe guided missiles as "defensive weapons" was stretching 
the term "defensive" further than was reasonable and good. 


AY AY) 
Ase FAS 


. Over 120 pastors in the Swedish Lutheran Church have issued a warning against 
‘the acquisition of atomic weapons by the Swedish armed forces. The statement, which 
‘is signed by Dire ccor Olov Hartmann of Sigtuna and Provost Nils Bolander of Lund, 
“stresses that atomic bombs endanger the safety of a country rather than strengthen- 
‘ing it. It also supports a proposal to be made to the United States to stop the 
“atom bomb tests until the Commission of the United Nations has worked out the 
“report on the dangers of radiation. 
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; 


The Swedish Missionary Association has demanded the cessation of atomic 

bomb tests, and has requested the Swedish government to support this petition 
through the United Nations. It also urged the total prohibition of the use of 
atomic weapons, 


H.ePeSe, Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA Christian Council Makes Statement on Race Law 
The Christian Council of South Africa has issued a statement on the recently 
passed Native Laws Amendment ‘ct (see EPS Wes.10, 11,13), 14 and 15/16), 


Pointing out that "we regret that despite strong representations made by this 
Council and by the churches, the bill has become lew", the council reiterated that 
it "regards the fact that the Iinister of Native Affairs can prohibit any African 
from attending worship in churches outside native townships as a grave infringe~ 
ment of the right of the churches to order their own affairs and of the freedom 
of the individual", 


The council pointed out that under another clause of the same act, the minister 
"has power to prohibit the association of individuals of the various racial groups, 
which is part of the normal fu ctioning of Christian life'', The council emphasi sed, 
however, that unless further action is taken by the Minister, people of all racial 
groups may still worship together without »reaking the law and urged the churches 
to continue to function, undeterred by this legislation. 


3 Concluded the council statement: "We shall continue to pray and to work for 
the repeal of this act", 


Baptists, Methodists Oppose Government's Race Policies 
en en OS 5 SOLE CLES 


The Baptist Union of South Africa has urged the governnent to convene a 

_ special conference of national leaders to discuss its apartheid policies, The 
Baptist resolution specified that the conference should be attended by representa= 
_ tives of all racial groups in the country,and warned that if the government con-= 

_ tinues to enact laws supporting racial discrimination the result will be "mass 

= violence! , 


; At the same time, the new president of the Methodist Conference of South 
Africa, the Rev. Clifford K, Storey, has said that as long as the policy of any 
. South African government is based on white supremacy, the Methodist Church will 
_ Oppose it. 


: Speaking at his induction service, Mr. Storey said that "the basic evil of 

_ apartheid is its view of a fellow-man as someone from whom we must be separated, 

' It is against the divine order of relationships because it denies the inherent 

} human dignity of non-whites. Nothing can erase an insult to his essential humanity 
_ from a man's soul."Mr, Storey said he reiterated the Methodist Churchts stand 
against the Native Laws Amendnent Act. "We will be compelled to disobey the lew 

if it is evoked to take away the right of any of our people to worship in any of 
our churches," 


Reeves Calls Apartheid "Evil and Vicious! 


The Bishop of Johannesburg, the Right Rev. Ambrose Reeves, told a diocesan 
synod that it was "flagrantly immoral" to maintain white supremacy in a racially 
mixed society. The cardinal error of apartheid is its failure to regard human 
i beings as individuals, he said. "This concept of apartheid, whatever forn it may 
: take, is an evil and vicious thing against which the Church hasn alternative but 
_ to struggle," E.P.S., Geneva 
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in Brief 


The International Convention of Disciples of Christ has called for "corrective 
measures" with a view to liberalising immigration and refugee legislation in the 
United States, At its annual meeting, the convention urged revision of national 
origins quota provisions which "by implication deny the personal dignity of South- 
erm and Hastern Europeans and Asians", and of "provisions which discriminate 
between naturalised and native-born citizens". 
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Bishop Mar Jacob Severios of Beirut has been elected Patriarch of the Syrian 
Orthodox Church, His installation took place at Homs, Syria, on October 26. The 
Syrian Orthodox Church, which was called the Jacobit Church, has main branches in 
the Near Hast, in Travancore, India, and in the United States. 
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On October 20 a service at the Cathedral of Trondheim, Norway, was broadcast 
over all the radio networks in Sweden, Denmark, Norway and Finland, The programme, 
the first of its kind, will be followed by joint broadcasts of services from 
churches in other Northern countries, 
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The Synod of the Evangelical Church of Westphalia in Western Germany has 
issued an appeal for increased help to people in all the areas of the world 
threatened by hunger. The Synod requested the World Council of Churches "constant— 
ly to urge the governments of the nations which God has blessed with prosperity 
to relieve the hunger in the world, especially in the countries of rapid social 
change, and not to slacken in these efforts", 
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In connection with the calling-in of the currency in the German Democratic 
Republic, two of the leaders of the church in Magdeburg ~ Consistorial President 
Kurt Grunbaum and Oberkonsistorialrat Dr. Siegfried Klewitz - were arrested "for | 
infringing the law concerning the currency in Eastern Germany", Dr, Otto Dibelius, 
Bishop of Berlin, was also accused by the press in Eastern Germany of "surround— . 
ing himself with a group of NATO politicians" who dealt in "currency rackets and 
speculations". He was described as "an agent of American and West German monopoly 
capital", 
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Religious television is to be greatly developed in German Switzerland during 
the next few years. In addition to televising church services and giving a "Sunday 
message" at the close of the Sunday programme, the Swiss churches want to pay more 
attention to the general programme and to improve its artistic and ethical level. 
These decisions were reached at a conference of the churches of the German-Swiss 
Cantons, which have hitherto been opposed to religious televison. 


sie 
5 
sie 
S 


AW EAS 


After eighteen years, the monthly publication of the Evangelical-Refomed 
Church of Poland, "Jednota" (Unity), is now appearing again in ‘Jarsaw, edited by 
Jan Niewieczerzal, superintendent of the Reformed Church of Poland. In its section 
entitled "Oekumene! end "At Home and Abroad! it gives a survey of the work of the 
World Council of Churches and of the lire of churches all over the world, From 
1926 to 1939 'Jednota" was edited by its founder, Stefan Skierski, and by Pastor 
Ludwik Zaunar, who died in 1945 at Dachau concentration camp. hePeos, Geneva ; 


